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i-i-j ® X o Y ) w _Jk o 0ssume that in the name of serving God we can i‘iju
%I% 'Q%k* ® % *"4%@*“‘ » *.4%‘* ignore His will. To serve God is to heed God's %Ij
2.;; command. We must put “obeying” before ;I;:
2.!.2 S . “serving". The Bible and our in-dwelling Spirit is 2.!.3
i;ﬁ 6Mﬂg our unerring guide.
& ) i
:E% Eddie Au (2) We must first get right with God when EI%
&4 we go about serving God. Joshua pointed out B
i Serving is probably one of the most that we cannot serve properly without first E‘%
:iju used terms by all Christians. Serving should recognizing any sins that come between God and ;i;“
i become our second nature or instinct just like us and we must first turn back from our sins. i
;I;: breathing once we put our trust in Christ. It is "You are not able to serve the LORD. He is a holy ;I;
E.!.i motivated by love for Christ who first loved us. God; he is a jealous God. He will not forgive your Eﬁ
%::!: It is our natural response to God's grace and His rebellion and your sins." (Joshua 24:19) %::!:
e plan for our salvation. It is clearly instructed in :-i-j
His Word which we must obey. Serving God is (3) We must serve faithfully. Faithfulness is
;z;“u part of a spiritual exercise regiment that will another distinct attribute in Christianity. ;I:J:
24 help us grow spiritually so as to be mature, Nothing pleases God more when we are faithful Eﬁ
i attaining to the whole measure of the fullness to Him. The Bible repeatedly tells us that when it
of Christ. (Eph 4:9) A believer who claims to we are unfaithful to God, God's wrath and
have faith but shuns serving God and fellow punishment will come upon us. In 1 Samuel 12:24,
E-!-i believers is the same as a resounding gong or a “But be sure to fear the LORD and serve him §1-j
%:% clanging cymbal. Praise and thanks to God that faithfully with all your heart”. Joshua also E:ﬁ
;5-:!: our church is continually growing in number. admonishes us in Joshua 24:23, "throw away the ;';':Ju"
%_;i Thereby opportunities for serving abound. foreign gods that are among you and yield your i.;.j
;I:J: Anyone with a heart and desire to serve should hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel." If we ;I:J:
E...i be able to find his or her place of serving within have anything which is taking up the throne in Eﬁ
Ei;: our church family. There are a few things we our heart, let us throw them out and give God é:;:
:-i-i should keep in mind when we are serving. the rightful place in our heart when we are ii-j
%I% serving our God. izi
i (1) We must serve within God’s will. Very B
E:i often when we are serving, we serve according (4) We must serve one another. John E:i
;i;: to our own liking and according to our own will. In  13:34-35, Jesus said to his disciples, "A new ;i;
ii.i 1 Samuel 15, the Bible tells us that Saul did not command I give you: Love one another. As I have ii.i
;I:J: follow God's instruction on completely loved you, so you must love one another. By this ;I:J:
E-!-i destroying the Amalekites. (1 Samuel 15:18-19) all men will know that you are my disciples, if you ;-g-j
é:; Saul started out his mission as God told him but love one another." A loving relationship among i:ﬂ
finished his job against God's will. It resulted in believers is so important that our Lord made it a
izi God's rejection of Saul as king. We must not new command to His disciples. Apostle Paul even izi
i A
il il
A i
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editorialized in Galatians 5:14, "The entire law is
summed up in a single command: "Love your
neighbor as yourself"". What better way can we
express our love for our brothers and sisters by
serving them? By faithfully serving our brothers
and sisters, 6od's name is exalted and His grace
is exemplified as in 1 Peter 4:10, "Each one
should use whatever gift he has received to
serve others, faithfully administering God's
grace in its various forms.”

(5) We must serve enthusiastically. Very
often it is easy for us to be zealous and
enthusiastic when we are working on a visible
church project. But when it comes to serving
brothers and sisters, especially some of whom
we may not particularly like, it is hard to be
enthusiastic. We must constantly remind
ourselves that "Serve wholeheartedly, as if you
were serving the Lord, not men, because you
know that the Lord will reward everyone for
whatever good he does," (Ephesians 6:7-8)
Enthusiasm can be more contagious and much
stronger than any virus we may ever find. It isa
culture we must develop as a living New
Testament church.

(6) We must serve in humility. While we are
serving with zeal and enthusiasm, it is easy for
us to get carried away sometimes. Holding
steadfast to one's opinions rigidly and insisting
on one's own way of doing things very often
result in most of the friction and strife within a
church. Therefore we must temper our
enthusiasm with humility. God's Word rings true
in Phillippians 2:3, "Do nothing out of selfish
ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider
others better than yourselves.” Serving without
humility is worse than not serving at all because

Mar, 2006
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we may unwittingly cause irrevocable harm to
our brothers and sisters.

(7) We must serve gratefully and
graciously. Some believers who hop from one
church to another in hope of locating their
spiritual home where they might find a sense of
belonging. It is sad to say that they are often
disappointed. It is because either they are not
offered a chance to serve in that hope-to-be
home church or more often than not they have
not willingly or eagerly joined in to serve in the
church. There is nothing in the world which is
more precious than one is enjoying what one is
doing. If one is truly willingly and
enthusiastically serving others, he or she cannot

help but experience genuine joy beyond measure.

To be able and to be allowed to serve is truly a
blessing. Therefore, if you call this church as
your spiritual home, serve gratefully and
graciously. "If they obey and serve him, they will
spend the rest of their days in prosperity and
their years in contentment.” (Job 36:11)
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Tony Chu

1 grew up in a Christian school when I
was in Hong Kong. Bible stories, biblical
teaching and Christian hymns had been both
academic burden and spiritual blessings to me. 1
publicly accepted Christ as my personal savior
during an evangelical meeting at my school
when I was in my 1st year secondary school
(equivalent to 7th grade). However, I did not
start to grow spiritually until I was in 11th grade;
it was during the night of 1975 Chinese
Mid-autumn festival. After the Friday night
Chinese Christian fellowship at my school, my
roommate Daniel Lau helped me to re-examine
my spiritual situation. I did not know the answer
when he asked me whether [ knew [ would go to
heaven if Christ came back at that moment.
Since I did not want to go to hell, I let Daniel
lead me to pray and to re-dedicate myself to the
Lord that night.

Today, 31 years later, if someone
asked me how I sustain my faith to follow
Christ, my answer would be - the love and
patience of God, and the comfort of His word
through the Holy Spirit. He is a living God. He
1s my creator, provider and sustainer. Through
good and bad times, He re-confirmed fo me that

He is sovereign, He is all good, He is in control
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;-I-ﬂ and He knows what is best for me and my 3:13-21. “Be very careful then, how you live — ;1-%
f-i.i family. not as unwise but as wise, making the most of f-i.j
o . . . T
i_;j After telling you the background of every opportunity, because the days are evil. i_;j
g 1
%Iﬁ my spiritual growth, I would like to share some Therefore do not be foolish, but understand %Iﬁ
LH LH
B of the struggles I went through before accepting what the Lord’s will is ... Submit to one another B
0 0
E-!-i the deacon nomination last summer. I was out of reverence for Christ”. My study bible also Eﬁ
A ) . . . . . e . i
E ﬁ diagnosed with Meniers’s disease in 2001. It pointed me to Philippians 2:5-7. “Your attitude E ﬁ
ke ke
i was a balance disorder caused by the inability of  should be the same as that of Christ Jesus ... but i
st . . . . . . st
the inner ear to remove fluid. Episodes of made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of
!+!] !+!]
dizziness and tinnitus can be triggered when the a servant”.
CH CH
fi.i body is tired due to lack of sleep or under stress. 1t has been more than two months f.;.j
P H
%I% My church life experience in the last six since my ordination on Dec. 4, I am still an %E-ﬂu
CH CH
;I;: different churches over 31 years told me that the adolescent when compare to many of the ;I;:
LH CH
i Jjob of a deacon is demanding and stressful. deacons in the board. I have been examining ig
o . . . o
Eq.j Besides, my parents and my doctor also advised myself in front of God to see whether I am Eﬁ
I I
7 against it. living up to the calling. My two months 7
EH BH
5"‘; 1t could have been an easy decision deaconship experience can be characterized as 5"‘;
BH P . . . . . .. BH
for me, if I just looked at the physical “living responsibly in grace”. That is, living and
circumstances. However, my spirit is alive serving in the grace our Lord has bestowed upon
4 ) . ) o
%_;i because of what Christ had done for me on the me. He could have done it all without me. I am %_ﬁ
CH] L]
1 H
e cross. It was a totally different ball game so imperfect, so inadequate. In many ways, e
CH CH
altogether if I let the spirit lead. The decision lacking of wisdom, compassion, sensitivity and
o o
process was not so easy anymore ... it can not love. Yet, He loves me and welcomes me with
o . . . . . o . o
7 be made according to my will, but His. You see, patient to participate in His plan of salvation — 7
HH B
::ﬂ deaconship in Baptist church is a life time to save souls and to strengthen believers’ faith. ::ﬂ
ot . .. . ot
5"‘% commitment. My decision was a no turning 5"‘%
i . . i
back decision. It was very much like my Tony Chu
A . . . . A
i wedding vow with Meylina. Extraordinary 2/25/2006 i
& £
%E-ﬂu decision called for extraordinary measure. 1 %E-ﬂu
CH CH
;I:J: turned to God ... went to His word and pray. | ;I:J:
CH CH
;1-;“ was studying the book of Ephesians that month 0 i-!-:g“u
g o
;tju (August). As you may know, the message of § /\5 ;‘!’j

] b L 27 ’ A ]
Ephesians is “God has called us and equipped us i:#u
i through Christ”. To make the story short, God’s i
* *
it THELIGHT it
o message to me was loud and clear through Eph i
5"'1 5"'1
B B
ﬁzﬂ Mar. 2006 The Light of Coral Springs Page 10 ﬁzﬂ
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Testimony
Audrey Wong

I did not come to know God through the
vision of burning bushes and voices from heaven.
I feel his presence through the events that have
happened in my life. As I never know what lies
ahead, I am always amazed how things have
eventually worked out, especially when I go
through a bumpy ride in life.

I was baptized as an infant and brought up in
a Christian family. ~ While I was still living in
my parents’ house, dutifully, I went to church with
my parents every Sunday. As a teenager |
resented the Sunday ritual. I almost always
daydreamed or slept through sermons.  When |
got married, I stopped going to church until 7
years ago. It was my way to declare
independence. = My father used to tease me,
“You are no good. You have left God.” Each
time he said that, I would quickly reply, “No, I
don’t have to go to church to prove I believe in
God. He lives in my heart.” Luckily, God is a
forgiving and loving God. He has never held a
grudge on me because he showers my family and |
with many blessings. I thank God for a good
marriage, a steady career, my parents’ longevity,
my husband’s career opportunities and my
daughter’s successes.  The Lord always makes

sure that when one door closes on us, the other

Mar, 2006
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door opens.

My family and I relocated to Florida with my
husband’s company approximately 15 years ago. I
did not like to be up rooted because I had to leave
my friends, give up a high paying job and a house
we just spent a lot of money to upgrade.  The
move was very traumatic for me. I moved down
with much anger and resentment. I resented that
I had to take exams all over again as I had to be
licensed in my profession. I resented that I had
to prove myself all over again in a new job. I
resented that I had to take a huge pay cut. 1
resented I had to cultivate and form new
friendships. I missed the four seasons up north
and could not understand why Christmas was 80
degrees in Florida. I wasted time feeling sorry
for myself and failed to appreciate the positive
things that had happened to my family and 1.

I neither appreciated nor realized that God
had actually paved the way for us and made the
transition as painless as possible. I should have
realized the move was good for us and we needed
to move with the flow. After 15 years in my
current job, I am a senior psychologist in my
department supervising interns and new
psychologists. My daughter graduated from
medical school and is now a Captain in the Air

My husband

eventually left the company he moved down with

Force, practicing psychiatry.
and has found a new job he enjoys. I am not
saying things are always smooth in our lives.
However, God is always watching over us, making
sure we are able to deal with the obstacles in our

lives. I am glad we are living in Florida. I like

my job and have made new and lasting friendships.
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Christmas should be 80 degrees. Life is good.
Thank you God.

CH
5

OOHHITHIEHICHIH

Rt :u"'!'u !‘!"’!‘!"'!EE Eﬁ

D
-G

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

O HIEHO O S C
I o - -
CHCHOH

Rt

L R ATIREMS  WEKER 25 L - WM 1EME H@F | &
i ¥#%H3 FRARBEBFFHH B
B2 R ATISRAT  EEBEK  —F RN B REES  BREABL | B
og ! 2 33 A = ' og
g TZ OB T LKEPRIL o T
A ZREX: B
g | a. TF M doRBITFXF A - TH X Hicrosoft Vord HEHXF | &
§+: 43% B % 44k : sunflower3491Gprodigy.net o §+:
G b. 5% : REBLRBBL - B
B c. 5F I HUELNEHAGTFN HHEATNES - . B
g 1 H) BEEPR Y MIEOX A TIREM o B
2 | Guidelines for articles B
TR B
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